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From the Herald of Salvation. ‘ 
Minutes of the proceedings of 
the General Conyention of 
Universalists of the New: 
England states: and others; 
Sept. 1823. A 

The General Convention of Universal- 
ists'of the New-England Statés’and others 
agreeably to the adjournment of their last 
session,. assembled at the village of Clinton 
N. Y. on Wednesday, Sept. 17, 1823, and 
opened the business of the Couneil ;with 
prayer by Br. A. Kneeland, ; 

1. Chose Br. A. Kneeland Moderator, 
‘2, Chose Brs. Carrique, aad .N. Stacy 
Clerks. ! 

3. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, C. G, Par- 
sons, and Wm. Underwood, a’ committee 
to attend to all requests for fellowship or 
ordination. i 

4, Order of public service for Wednes- 
day morning.* 

Introductory prayer by Br. A. Knecland, 

Sermon by Br. R. Carrique, from Rom. 
vili. 31. “ What shall we then say to these 
things, if God be for us who can be 
ugainst us ?” : 

Br. H. Roberts, concluding prayer: 

5. Afternoon service. 

Introductory prayer by Br. H. Ballou, 
sermon by Br, P. Morse from St. Jolin vi. 
51. “lam the living bread which tame 
down from heaven; if any man eat: of this 
bread he shall live forever ; and the bread 
that I shall give is my flesh, which f will 
give for the life of the world,” 

Concluding prayer by Br. N. Stacy. 

6. Resolved that a committee be ap- 
pointed to receive and present all com- 
plaints and other important business, pro- 
perly coming before this Convention. 

7. Appointed Brs, Wm. Underwood, N. 
Stacy, E. Ferris, C. G. Parson, and’ J. 8. 

lagler ; the above committee. 

8. Attended to the Reports of the seve- 


* A public diecourse was delivered on Tuesday eve- 
ning by Br. C.G, Parson, and one on Wednesday 
evening by B. J. S. Flagler, which was accidentally 
omitted in the Minutes. 








against Br. H. Ballou ; and afler attending 








ral committees appointed at the last session 
of this convention, to visit the Eastern, 
Western, Northern and Southern Associa- 
tions ; which reports were highly interest- 
ing to the lovers of truth, as they gave evi- 
dence that our societies are generally flour- 
ishing. and that the cause of gospel truth is 
rapidly advancing. 

9. Appointed. committes to visit Associs 
ations. in fellowship with this convention. 

Northern association.—Brs. R. Streeter, 
A. Kinsman, and R. Bartlett. 

Southern association.—Brs. R. Carrique; 
H. Ballou 2d;.and D, Pickering. : 

Western association. —Brs, G..B. Lish- 
er, R. Carrique, and §. R. Smith. 

Eastern association.—Brs: R. Streeter, 
S. Streeter, and Wm. A. Drew. 

10. The committee appointed to receive 
all complaints Xe, presented twocomplaints, 


the first from Br. H. Ballou 2d against Br. 


P.-Dean ; the second from Br. C. Hudson 
against Br. H. Ballou of Boston, 

11. Received requests from the society 
in Stafford and Le Roy ; and also from the 
society in Pawlet and Wells, to be received 
into the fellowship of this convention. 

Voted to grant said requests. 

12. ‘The council proceeded to an exami- 
nation of the charge against Br. P. Dean. 

Adjourned the trial tit! Thursday morning. 

The council then-proceeded to the exa- 
mination of the complaint against Br. H. 
Ballou. 

13. Adjourned to 7 o’clock ‘Thursday 
morning. Prayer by Br. Wm. Underwood, 

i4. Thursday morning, opened the 
council according to adjournment, 

Prayer by Br. J. Foster. | 

15. Received a request from the Frank- 
lin association of Universalists recently for- 
med in the western part of Massachusetts, 
to be received into the fellowship of this 
convention. 

Voted that said request be granted. 

16. Appointed Brs, H. Ballou 2d, and 
H. H. Winchester, a committee to visit the 
Franklin association at ils next session. 

17, Proceeded to trial on the complaint 
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to the evidences, voted to exonerate Br. 
Ballou from the several charges preferred 
in the complaint. 

18. Order cf public service on Thursday 
morning. 

Br, H. Sampson, introductory prayer. 

Brother A. Kneeland, sermon from 2d 
Tim. iii. 16. “ All scripture given by in- 
spiration of God. is profitable f r doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instraction 
in righteousness.” 

Brother J. Foster, concluding prayer. 

19, The committee appointed to attend , 








25, Voted that the minutes of this | cou- 
veniion, accompanied with a circular, be 
published in the Herald of Salvation, with 
a request that the editors of other periodi- 
cal works shou!d publish the same. 

26. Appointed brother Psit Morse to pre- 
pare the Mmutes for publication, and to ac- 
company them witha circular letter, 

27: Voted that this Convention be ad- 
journed to meet in Stafford, (Vermont) on 





| 


the third We sdsroenny and Thursday of Sep- 
tember 1824.0. 
Brother. Miles behtbaas thanks to the 


to requests fer letters of fellowship or ordi-| Almighty disposer of all things and the 


nation, reported in favor of granting ordi- 
nation to brother T. F. King; and letters 
of fellowship to Warren Skinner, Jolin 
French, and Loring blood. 
Voted that the above report be accepted. 
20. Order of afiernoon serv ce, including 
the solemn ordination of brother T. I. 


King. 


Brother H. H. Winchester, introducto-. 


ry prayer. 

Brother Hosea Ballou, sermon from St. 
John vi. 33. “ For the bread of God is he 
which cometh down from ‘heaven, and giv- 
eth life unto the world.” 

Brother S.R.Smith consecrating 

Brother A. Koeeland the charge. 

Brother Pitt Morse, the right hand of fel- 
lowship. 

Second sermon by brother Paul Dean 
from 1 Tim. iv. 6 ; * Take heed unto thy- 
self, and unto thy doctrine ; continue in 
them, for in doing this thou shalt both save 
thyselfand them that hear thee.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. H. Ballou. 

21. The council proceeded to investi- 
gate the complaint against brother Dean, 
and after attending to “the evidences ; : voted 
to exonerate brother Dean from the charge 
preferred in the complaint. 

22. The committee selected by brother 
Nathaniel Smith. at the last session of the 
western association, to take into conside- 
ration the case of brother Smith, reported 
that they had not found ought against him 
on which to found a complaint. 


prayer. 


23. Voted that the former committee of 


discipline be continued the ensuing year. 

24. Received a request from brother 
Pau! Dean to withdraw from the fellowship 
of this Convention, Voted that brother 
Dean’s request be granted.* 


* A certificate was received, stating the removal 
of brother Dean from the first to the central society | 


‘have been embodied in the Minutes, 


| 


Convention adjourned. : 

ABNER KNEELAND, 
=<" Moderuter. 
t. Carrique ip 
N. Sracy, ef Clerke. 

Ministering Brethren Present. 
H. Ballon, Av Kneeland, H. Ballou 2d. 
N. Staey, S. Re Smith, C.G. Parson, Ri 


| Carrique,G. B. Lisher, Whitnal, P. Dean, 


T. Fi King, C. Hudson, Wm. Underwood, 
C. Morton, J. S _ Flagler, H. Roberts, H. 
H. Winchester, S. Adams, A. Kinsman, A. 
Peck, N. Smith, P. Morse, B. Hickox, S. 
Miles, J. Potter, O. Ackley, S. A. Skee, 
A. Vandenburgh, H. Sampson, J. Gowdy, 
and E. Ferris. 

Received into fellowship W. Skinner, J. 
French, and L. Blood. 


GENERAL EPISTLE, 

To all Churches, societies and believers 
in fellowship with this Convention : 

To all who rejoice unspeakably in the 
faith of the eternal salvation of a sinful 
world through the redemption that is. in 
Christ Jesus : 

To all who love our Lord Jesus, in sin- 
cerity, of every sect, name and denomi-: 
nation beneath the whole canopy of hea- 
ven: 

To all who know not God and sit in the 
region of the shadow of moral death : 

To ail. the sons and daughters of wretch- 
edness and want : 

To all the ransomed family of mankind : 

To the vast fraternity of intelligent be- 
ings who are connected with each other, 
and with the supremely glorious Author of 





af Universalists in the city of Boston, which might | 


all life by anailinity as endless as existence: 

To all herein addressed, wherever this 
_epistie may come, the Gene ral Convention 
| of Universalists, send salutations of hea- 
venly peace ; humbly and fervently be- 
sceching the Father of boundless mercics 
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to shed abroad the benign influences of his | bears any mark of human imperfection 3 


all-conquering love through our common 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, who is the 
image of the invisible’ God, and the first 
born of every creature. 

DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, ; 

The infinite wise and ever gracious Pa- 
rent of the universe has kindly granted us 
another anniversary convocation, and has 
so copiously showered on us the dews of 
divine grace, that we feel bound to exercise 


f 


‘unfeigned and everlasting gratitude to Him, 


as the great giver of every good and per- 
fect eit ; and we most cordially mvite evé- 
ry sincere lover of truth, and every hum- 
ble disciple of the Son of God, to partici- 
pate in our spiritual joys, and partake of the 
riches of gospel! grace, prepared in infinite 
inercy for ail people. We were received 
hy the brethren in the faith of the common 
salvation at the place of our assembling, 
with the liveliest expressions of christian 
atiection, which were most heartily recip- 
rocate 1, The business of the Council was 
performed with decorum, precision and 
wisdom ; and though certain difficulties of 
a nature extremely painful were brought 
before us, yet we trust that the moderation, 
patience and pradence which prevailed in 
our council, have produced such decisions 
as will terminate those uahappy and unfor- 
tunate differences and perpetuate the peace 
and harmony of the Order. Two of the 
most able and most esteemed brethren 
among us were impeached, and it must be 
highly gratifying to every benevolent mind 
that both were exonerated. The exist- 
ence of such difficulties demonstrate hu- 
man frailty and afford us all, an impressive 
lesson for our improvement. The disso- 
juiion of our connexion with brother Dean, 
according to his request, produced unutter. 
able emotions of sorrow in our. hearts, bu- 
it seemed to be expedient. If one member 
ofthe body suffer, all the members suffer 
with it. However unpropitious any of these 
‘things may appear to our limited minds, we 
have every reason to believe that under the 
direction of infinite wisdom, they are among 
those things which shall work together tor 
the greatest good of all concerned. We 
are aware that a bizotted world is disposed 
to take advantage of every untoward cir- 
cumstance to point the finger of derision ; 


but ifauy possess salficient malignity to re- 
‘ joice at the misfortunes of others, we be- 


seech them seriously to consider what man- 
ner of. spirit they are of. If any tec! dis- 
posed to triumph because our denom'nauon | 


ilet that sect which has invariably been 
i without difficulty among themselves, cast 
the first stone. 

During our session, ourhearts were made 
glad by the joyful intelligence, received 
from every direction, of the increase of be- 
' lievers, the formation of socicties and asso- 
ciations, the organization of churches, the 
addition of laborers to the ministry, and the 
unexampled prosperity of Zion in the ra- 
pid advancement of gospel tru'h. The 
cause of universal benevolence, grace and 
salvation is generally flourishing through- 
out our “happy country, particalarly in 
Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, Pennsylvania, and various parts of 
the stale of New York. At this anniversa- 
ry session, one young brother was set apart 
to the work of the ministry of reconcilia- 
ticn, by the solemnity of ordination; and 
three others receivedinto fellowship as min- 
isters of the divine word: all of whom we 
i humbly trust have been endowed from a- 
| bove to tes‘ify the gospel of the never-tfail- 
ing grace of God ; and we fervently invoke 
on them the eternal benedictions of heaven 
for their faithfulness and success in the pro- 
motion of peace on earth and good will 
among men, and in all the labors of the 
vineyard of our God. 

Tie services of the sanctuary were so- 
lemn, powerful, instructive and deligtful. 
The devout worship of the temple was en- 
livened by the masterly performance of a 
large choir of singers who tuned every heart 
to the influence of devotion, while throng- 
ing multitudes and listening thousands in- 
haled the pure spirit of impartial benevo- 
lence, and wiih joy unspeakable and full of 
glory, received the divine energy of cternal 
and inlinite love. From the record of hea- 
ven’s gracious will and the testament of 
eternal mercy, we learned that God. is the 
ever-living fountain of goodness, the an 
| lasting benefactor of all his creatures, an 
that no created being can prevail against 
us. ‘There we coutemplated the vast im- 
portance of the pure inspirations of heaven, 
' uncontaminated by the senseless traditions 
: of a superstitious world, and unadulterated 
by the labors of imperfect men. There we 
feasted ou the bread of Ged which giveth 
spiritual and eterual life to a sinful, famish- 
inz world. ‘There we reccived the strong 
injunction of perpetual continuance in the 
doctrine of divine life and eterna! truth. 











The heavens showered down tighteousness 
and grace ; our minds were instrucleds 
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cur souls edified ; our hearts gladdened ; 
our spirits rejoiced; the silken cord of di- 
vine love entwined every heart ; the ac- 
cents of mercy breathed in every breeze; 
creation smiled in the boundless boun'y of 
God; and the swelling tide of gratitude 
and heart-felt joy ascended to the holy ha- 
bitation of Divinity. 

The believers in the fulfilment of the di- 
vine ‘promise that all nations, all families 
and all kindreds of the earth shall be blessed 
with justification through faith in Christ the 
spiritual head of every man and the heir 
of all things, have abundant reason to re- 
joice in all the dispensations of our heaven- 
ly Father, and to let their light shine before 
men that others beholding their good works 
may glorify their Father in heaven. Bre- 
thren ; while you behold the I'ght of the 
sun of righteousness beaming from on high 
in all the splendor of unclouded day, and 
chasing darkness from the human mind ; 
while you are surrounded with the number- 
Jess blessings of the all-bountiful Provi- 
dence of God, and enjoy the privileges of 
social existence ; while you feel the de- 
lightful, the life-giving influence of almigh- 
ty goodness and grace ; while, by an eye 
of faith, you witness the kingdoms of this 
world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Christ : while you contemplate 
the nameless felicities of immortality and 
endless life, can you suppress the rising 
emotions of love to the God of your galva- 
tion? Can you fail to cherish the spirit of 
universal philanthropy ; to promote the 
peace and good order of society ; to do 


justly, love mercy énd walk humbly ; and 


to evince by well ordered lives and con- 
versation, that you have been taughtof God? 
May the peace of God that passeth all un- 
derstanding be ever yours. 

Brethren ia the ministry of universal sal- 
vation, suffer the word of exhortation from 
one who would ever joyfully share with 


"you the instructions of divine wisdom, and 


would humbly solicit the counsel of age 
and experience in the reciprocal exercise 
of fraternal affection, and tke faithful per- 
formance of christian duty. The whiten- 
ed fields of the Redcemer’s harvest extend 
in boundless prospect, The christaline 
streams of the river of life in gentle cur- 
rents flow. The spirit of inquiry is abroad 
in the earth and all eyes are directed to the 
mountains of Zion to receive the blessing 
of those whose feet are shod with the pre- 
paration of the gospel of divine peace, who 


‘ 
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bring good tidings, who publish salvation, 
who proclaim the universally triumphant 
reign of Jebovah, and pronounce the words 
of eiernal life... If you would finish your 
course with joy to testify the everlasting 
gospel of the impartial grace of God, it is 
highly important that you give yourselves 
wholly to these things that your profiting 
may appear to all ; that you hold frequent 
sweet communion with your God; that 
you teach by precept as well as by exam- 
ple ; that you preserve the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace ; that you be in- 
stant in season and out of season in the ar- 
duous labors of your vocation ; and that 
you ever keep in view the bright example 
of our Lord and Master, whose soul was 
compassion, whose life was purity, whose 
word was truth, and whose governing prin- 
ciple was thy will, O,God_ be done: Re- 
member that it is required of stewards that 
a man be found faithful. Remember that 
(he servan tof the Lord must not strive, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient in meekness, instructing those who 
oppose themselves. Kemember that our 
bond of union is not any particular specu- 
lative opinion, but itis charity out ofa pure 
heart, and of a good conscience and faith 
unfeigned. Preserve inviolable this bond 
of perfectness. Your duty is to instruct 
the ignorant, reform the vicious, console 
the afflicted, confirm the wavering, uphold 
the weak, rclicve the oppressed, break the 
bread of life, reprove, rebuke, exhort with 
all long-suffering and doctrine ; and let hu- 
mility, sincerity, forbearance and charity, 
adorn your lives, while instrumentally di- 
recting the triumphant march of the hu- 
man mind to the glorious temple of divine 
wisdom and eternal truth. Above all 
things, be entreated to remember your en- 
tire dependance on Him at whose mandate 
all worlds were formed ; all beings creat- 
ed, and all creation crowned with light and 
glory. 

All herein addressed, are most affection- 
ately commended to the paternal care and 
teuder merey of a God of underived, immu- 
table, unbounded and endless love! And 
may ali people respond, Amen. 

Per order 


PITT MORSE. 


NOTE. The cclay in preparing the minutes and 
cireulur letter for publication, has been occasioned 
by my absence to attend the Ceucsee Branch Associ- 
ation. This is stated as a reason rather than an apae- 
logy ; for the information «of those who were not i: 
Council when this duty wa. committed to me. 
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Controversial. 

As many persons have expressed a wi-h to 
see the letiers, which passed between 
Doctor Willard and myself, I have con- 
cluded to give them an insertion in the 
columns of the Inguirer. Mach has 
been said in relation to the letters. <A 
publicity f them will have the tenden- 
cy of correcting many errors and giving 
a correct tone \o the public voice. They 
are submitted without any comment. 
The letters will speak for themselves 
and enabie the public to determine how 
far the reports which have been made 
from tine to time, are correct. Ed. 


Herkimer, March 24, 1823. 
Dear Sir, 

I received yours of the present Month, 
but in consequence of numerous profession- 
al calls, could not conveniently answer it 
sooner. You state in your letter that you 
permit me to select any subject of a theolo- 
gical nature for publication. Accordingly 
Ihave chosen the subject contained ina 
sermon delivered by you, entitled “ The 
Will of God”? which I think will not bear 
the test of criticism, or accerd with the 
scriptures of divine truth. Ti l understand 
the di-course alluded to, you endeavor to 
prove the final salvation of all men in the 
tollowing manner : 

That God the Father is a testator and 
has executed a certain WILL Or TESTAMENT 
in which he has unconditionally bequeathed 
eternal life to ali mankind, end has ap- 
pointed his son Jesus Christ as executor of 
his will and testament. 

You have made the fullowing arrange- 
ment of the heads of your discourse. 

‘© 1. We will speak of the ‘Tesiator. 

2. The Testament or Wiil. 

3. The Legacy contained in the Will. 

4. The Legatees. 

5. The Executor, his office, &c.” 

In the first place I think you have not 
added much honor tothe character of God 
the Father in your endeavors to make him 
the Testator of such a will and testament. 
For says the scripture: Hebrews ix. 16. 
17. ‘ For where a testament is, there must 
also of necessity be the death of the Testa- 
tor. For a testament is of force afier men 
are dead, otherwise it is of no strength at all 
while the testator liveth.” So says the di- 
viue law, and I believe that agreeabie to the 
law of our land, a will or testament is not 
in force till after the death of the Testator. 

Now, sir, 1 wish you to show me the 





| death of your Testator—when it did, or 
| when it will, take place. If you cannot 
prove this, but can prove that the death of 
the testatoris not necessary, you will prove 
that the scripture is not true, for the scrip- 
tures say, that where a tesiament is there 
must also of necessity be the death of the 
Testator. Thus much for the subject con- 
tained under your first head ; and I think 
your subject must fall to the ground unless 
you ean reconcile the contradiction there 
appears to be between these scriptures and 
ite character of your Testator. ‘This is 


sion. I bope you will give me an answer 
SOON. 

I will speak of but one more error at this 
time and conclude ; altho’ I think not one 
of the five propositions has been clearly 
proved. In page 7 you say, that condi- 
tiuons ina will destroy it and render ita 
mere coutract. Ihave been informed by a 
gentleman of the law, that this is totally in- 
correct. I would ask you how frequently 
does a man will all his land to bis suns on 
condition that they pay the daughters a spe- 
cified suin ? How often does a man will his 
wife his estate on condition that she remain 
a widow, &c. &c.? with many other condi- 
tions with which almost every will abounds, 
yet do not destroy them. 

I understand that witnesses are necessary 
to the validity of a will, but as you mention 
ngne in the will you speak of, [ suppose 
that there are none. 

Yours, N. S. WILLARD. 


Mr. George B. Lisher. 


April 3, 1823. 
Dear Sir, ; 

Yours of the 24th March was handed me 
to day. In compliance with your wishes, 
I hasten to reply tothe same. You will 
however permit we, before | attend to the 
particular details of your letter, to offer a 
few remarks upon your choice of a subject. 
It is true ] gave you permission to select 
any subject of a theological nature, for dis- 
cussion, but the language with which | 
clothed this permission, very plainly ex- 
presses my views upon this subject. By 
reference to it, you will sec that | intended 
you should notice the subject which gave 
rise to our controversy, and which is con- 
tained, according to your own admission, 
in the 3d chapter, and 19th verse of Rom. 





Why you should pass this subject in total 
silence, I cannot evenconjecture. This is 


the subject I have chosen for our discus- — 
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and important remarks, not only by you, 
but others, and yet this ‘offspring of conten- 
tion must be doomed to oblivion. 

You, it seems, deemed it advisable to se- 
lect a sermon which [delivered in Madison, 
from Jolin vi. 58, as a fit subject for discus- 
sion’ Ihave no objection to this course. 
When, sir, I published that discourse, | ex- 
pected and wished that it would be exam- 
med, aud cherished a hope that the learned 
would point out its errors, if it contained 
any. [have never been so unfortunate 
and presumptuous as to claim the booa of 
infallibility ; oa the contrary, [ have con. 
sidered myself a fallible creature, and hence 
I know not, but I may have been guilty of 
preaching and printing irrational and un- 
scriptural opinions. While I thus freely 
confess myself a fallible creature, you 
will allow me to state that if [ have pub- 
lished error, none have been so condescend- 
inz as to expose its deformity to the in- 
spection of the can lid and learned. You, 
however, sir, may be able to do this, and, 
shou!d you be so successful a3 to convince 
me that the general character of the sermon 
to which you allude, is bad and that the 
doctrine itis désigied to support, is fa'se, 
you will be entittled to, and shall receive 
my warmest thanks. 

A‘ter stating your opinion of the merits of 
my sermon, you proceeded to offer what 
you call a cincwm upon it. You say, 

In the first place, L think you have not 
added mich honor to the character of God 
the Fither, in your endeavors to mike him 
the Testator of such a will and testament. ” 
Those are your exact words. The plain 
and whole amount of this, is, that [ tev 
not honored God by saying thit he was the 
author of a certain will, the contents and 
merits of which [ attempted to explain in 
said sermo.,. [did expect, when [ read 
this truly high charge, to s2e sone evidence 
to show thit th: will upon which [ had 
con a:nted, dil and woald dishonor God, 
but [lookedin vain. Leet us see, sir, whe- 
ther the will, waich [sacd was Gol’s will, 
canald to his honor. I said that * God 
will have all m2ato be saved anito com: 
uito the knowledge of the truth.” Does 
this will dishonor God ? If it does, it would 
honor him to sty * H2 will have all or some 
men to be damied, with ea lless dam ation 
and com: to a ku ledge of the mst ex- 
quisite torm2at and gross error.” Will this 
honor him? [fF it will, what would hoa- 
ora denon. You wilknot, [ presum:, as- 
caus? it savors so mach 

















of Calvinism I do say, esl said in my ser- 
mon, if the Father or Testator has not be- 
queathed the same legacy of endiess happi- 
ness to all his children, then he is partial. If 
partiality will honor the ch :racter of God, 
we will make him as partial as possible. for 
he must be honored, Let us then suppose 
that he determined and wi!l complete the 
happiness of a sol tary child only, and that 
he will make the rest endlessly miserable. 
Common sense, common feeling, and com- 
mon observation combine to annihilate such 
a dishonorable supposition. If, sir, I dis- 
honored the chiracter of God. by saying 
that he had willed the happiness of all men, 
[ have done no more thin the scriptures of 
truth. 

You, however, introduce a pas sage fr 
H-brews, in connexion with your views of 
its meaning to sdvport the charge, that 4 

had dishonored God. [am certainly su 
prised at your reasoning upon this subiect. 
You seem to think, that the testztor musi 
die, before he can make a will, or, in other 
words, that there cannot be a will without 


the death of the testator. [ shall, for the 
sake of argument, admit allthis. You be- 


lieve that God has put into the hands of 
man, a will. You believe that he is the 
author of the Old and New ‘Testaments. 
You also believe that there must, of neces- 
sity, be a Testament, which you will not 
deny. Now, sir, if God hasa will or tes- 
tament, and he is a Testator, will you be 
$0 good as to inform me when and where 
he died? You must now say, that God 
has not made a testament, (for there can be 
no testament without a testator,) or adopt 
the dreadful and heart-apoalling conclusion 
that God the immaculate God has ceased 
tobe. If you will not admit either as I 
think you cannot, you must rescind your 
opinion (which [ think would be best) or 
confess that your exposition of Hebrews ix. 
16, 17, is incorrect. Whatever the apos- 
tie might mein in the passage referred to, 
he did ‘not mean to say, that God was 
DEAD, or that he (God) is not able to make 
a will without dyiag. 

You next inform me, that not one of my 
five propositions, is clearly proved. In this 
you are rather ambiguous. | do not know 
whether you meant to say, that [ failed in 
supporting my positions generally or total- 
ly. If tailed in proving ny propositions, 
why did you not point out the cause of fai!- 
ure? [ will assure you, sir, that I mast 
have better evidence than your bare wor, 
or Opinios to induce me to recant my sen- 
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timent and confess that T have imposed er- 
ror upon a public community. 

You misquye a sentence .from the 7th 
page of my sermon, and distort its meaning, 
to support your favorite hypothesis of con- 
dilional salvation. You quote it as follows, 
* Conditions in a@ will destroy it, and 
render it a mere contract.” ‘The sentence 
to which you refer, reads thus. ‘ The con- 
ditions destroy the (not a) will and reduce 
it toa mere contract.” | was particular in 
using the definite article, ycu have used the 
indefinite. L referred to the will of God 
you referred to the will of man. To prove 
ihatmy definition is incorrect you introduce 
the opinionof a lawyer. You will permit) 
me, sir, to advise you to be very careful in 
handling the opinions of gentlemen of the 
law, inasmuch as men sometimes have cause 
to regret a predisposition to believe all that 
certain professional gentlemen tell them. 
Ihave no doubt but that the lawyer to 
whom you applied for information, *does 
honer: to his profession and society, but I 
confess, sir, that | should pay greater def- 
crence to his decisicn upon some knotty 
und intricate point of law, than upon a sub- 
ject of theology. People ofien designedly 
or otherwise, give a wrong representation 
of the case, when they consult lawyers, and 
hence they are frequently baking out of 
a chancery or common pleas, with a hea- 
vy load of cost upon their backs. I pre- 
sume, sir, that you did not properly state 
the subject of our diflerences, to the gentle- 
man to whom you refer. If you stated as 
you have written it to me, you certainly 
did not. To prove conditions in the will of 
God, you ask, “does not a man will his 
land to bis sous on condttion that they pay 
the caughters certain specified sum?” | 
answer yes. Instead of impairing my ar- 
gument, this goes to strengthen it. In this 
case, sir, the conditions are specified: the 
father says to his sons. you pay my dauph- 
ters $1000, and I will give (or pay) you 
$2000. Pray, sir, is not here an agreement ? 
Your next question is of ithe same nature, 
aud is therefore answered in the same way. 

I now ask you, sir, why you did not. 


* quote my definition of will found on the 6th 


page and canvass it fairly ? In accordance 
with this definition you must well know I 
discussed my subject. It is fair and hon- 
orabiec to fuirly representa write:’s mean- 
ing. On my Gth page | defined will to be 
“a transcript of the divine mind, showing 


what is the design, decree, or purpose of 


the auther.” In this detinition, Lam supe! 





ponven by many learned lexicographers. 
Now, sir, | say that Ged has willed, (pure 
posed) the unconditional salvation of all 
men. Whatever God purposed in relation 
to man, me peyoere anterior to man’s ex- 
istence, and consequently man must an- 
swer the end, ultimately, for which he was 
made. If you say that God did not decree 
man’s happiness, you must admit that if 
man should ever be happy, it will be en- 
tirely independent of any determination of 
Dei y. Or, should you be disposed to say, 
that Deity did not determine man’s happi- 
ness anterior to his existence, you will al- 
low that Deity has one determination now 
that he did not possess before he created 
man. E,.’ er of these will be bad enough, 
and will involve you in great difficulties. 


[ ask again, did God create conditionally * 


Did our cieation or formation depend upon 
the performance of certain specified duties ? 
To this you will answer in the negative. 
Then, sir, if God did not suspend our tem- 
poral existence upon conditions, will you 
be so kind as to show, why he should sus- 
pend, as you believe, our endless felicity 
upon the performance of certain duties ? 
I would thank you to show me the condi- 
tions of the passages. 1 quoted in my ser- 
mon. See John vi. 393 iti. 355 xvil. 2. 
Rom .vi. 23. Eph. i. 9, 10. Tim. ii 4. 
li there are any conditicns in these passa- 
ges, you can show them as plainly as you 
could point them out in your supposed will, 
Until you can show some conditions in 
these passages, | shall consider your case 
as One nol in point. 

Your last paragraph is so much out of 
character that I deem it hardly worthy of 
an answer, but as you may think you are 
injured if [ do not pay a little attention to 
it, I will offer you a few remarks for your 
serious consideration. 1. ! cannot think 
that you was serious in wiiling it. 2. If 
you were, I truly pity you. 3. I cannot 
trifle with subjects of a religious nature, 

Your answer will be expected soon. 


Yours, G. B. LISHER. 
a 


-_ a 


tp Mrs. Judson again. 


Since we gave publicty to the account 
of Mrs. Judson’s visiting dress, much exer- 
tion has been made by the friends of mis- 
sions to contract the influence which this 
will probably have on the public mind. 
Among some, as we are informed, it is said 
that Mrs. Judson’s dress, instead of costing 
$1200, cost only seventeen shillings! This 
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twelve hundred dollarspbut attempts a jus- 
tification on the ground that the people had 
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is : supported, we are ‘told, by the minutes | 
of the Baptist Association. This account, | 
every man of common sense must know, is | 
incorrect, notwithstanding it comes with | 
the sanction of the Baptist association. We 
that it is impossible that this account 
should be true, and for the plain reason, | 
that the most common dress must cost more. 
Now, reader, make a calculation. What 
do you think her hat cost? You cannot 
suppose that she came to this country bare 
headed. Ifher hat cost any thing, it cost 
more than seventeen shillings. Add to 
this her shoes, stockings, gloves, ruffs, 
dress, &c. and it will make a sum, at the 
lowest calculation, far exceeding the above 
stated amount. This pitiful excuse, altho’ 
it may be circulated by a Baptist preacher 
and backed by a Baptist association, will 
be seen through by the observing part of 
community. 
‘The Rev. Mr. Lathrop has recently at- 
tempted to justify Mrs. Judson in a labor. 
ed argument befure a congregation. He 
says that she was presented with the dress, 
and therefore bad an unquestionable right 
to wear it. He does not pretend that her 
dress did not cost the handsome sum of 








a right to give, and she to wear, a suit how- 
ever expensive, or extravagant it might be. 
Admitting it to be true, that the dress of 
Mrs. Judson was procured with the volun- 
tary donations-ef the people, we cannot 
see that this will secure Mrs. J. entirely 
from censure. She is entrusted with the 
money of the people, This moncy, as the 
missionary managers tell us, ts to be appli- 
ed to the saving of the souls of the heathen. 





Our answer to Ego is deferred for the 
ink er of making room for the proceed- 

ings of the Gene ral Convention. 

Several communications are received 
and. shall be attended to. 

Errata, —The remarks on the meeting of 
the General Convention ty taken from | 
the Religious luquirer, edited by our bro- 
ther Carrique. Several typographical er- 
rors were ulso committed through hurry. 


MARRIED, 

At Fairfield, on Thursday the 30th Oc- 
tober, by the Rev. Mr. Lisber, Mr. James 
Delong to Miss Clarissa Brown. 

DIED, 

At Fairfield on the 2!st ultimo, Mr. Ste- 

phen Fenner, aged 73. . 





FOR THE INQUIRER. 
MORNING. 

To thee, O Lord, holy and wise 
We offer up our sacrifice : 
Thou hast presery’d us thro’ the night ; 
We hail again thy morning light. 
We give thee thanks, thou Gad of love ! 
For ev'ry blessing frum above ; 
That thou wast pleas’d in nature’s chain 
To create such a link as man ; 
And hast with wisdom him endu’d ; 
(For whichaccept our gratitude, ) 
For life, for health, society, 
Thy boundless love we daily see. 
We praise thy name, eternal God, 
For all thy mercies shed abroad : 
When trouble does corrode the mind, 
In thee, a healing bali we find. 
While some, with superstition fraught, 
Prostrate themselves to Juggernaut, 
Are crush’d beneath the pond’rous load, 
Tbe car that holds their idol god ; 
And O, our heav’nly father, while 
Others ascend the fun’ral pile, 
While thousands worship cruel gods 
As demons from their black abodes ; 
We humbly bow before thy throne 
A God of boundless mercy own, 

"Who by his pow'r upholds ali things, 
The source whence ev'ry blessing springs. 
Wilt thou, O Lord, direct our way 
Through all the trials of the day ; 

With wisdom aJt our minds endue, 

May each one virtue’s ways pursue. 
Impress With thy eternal truths, 
Creations’ fair and bleaming youths: 
Instruct them in thy holy word, 

That they may worship thee, our Lord. 
If health upon our visage beam, 

May gratitude be all our theme ; 

When call'd to suffer misery, 

May we be reconcil’d to thee, 

When reason fails and sight grows dim, 
The staf supports the tott’ring limb, 

In thee, O Lord, may we confide, 

Be thou our comforter and guide, 

Lord, may one sentiment pervade 

The hearts of all whom thou bast made, 
Creation Join to praise thy name, 
And worsttp thee, the great 1 AM. 





FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


There is a hope---a blessed hope--- 
More precious and more bright, 
Than all the joyless mockery 
The World esteems delight, 


There is a star---a lovely star--- 
That lights the darkest gloom, 
And sheds a peaceful radiance o‘er 

The prospect of the tomb. 


There is a voice---a cheering voice--~ 
That lifts thesoul above, 

Dispels distrustful anxious doubt, 
Aud whispers, ** God is love !” 


That voice is heard from Calv‘ry's height, 
And speaks the soul forgiven--- 

That star is revelation's light--- 
That hope the hope of heaven, 
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